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! e ‘3\ -13“ D38) TN ON 27 TN R T - Be hold now 1 am aware that [ ?m\’ejust begun to-

speak o the Lord. alt mugh I am dust and ashes. This phrase has becorne a foundation of our world-

view. The halachah built the laws of modesty on the dichotomy of imporiance and worthlessness.
Oh the one hand, ‘modesty derives from I am aware tha I have just begun to speak to the Lord, the
constiousness of man’s importence dug to his perpetual standmg,m the presence of the Infinjte.
Q We must nev Qﬁo_{g@L God’s constant presence. and this knowledge will always give us worth and
importange. The infinite God is mans companion. '
When Judaism speaks of man’s importance. it does not ground this importance ouoly in man’s
intellect or his spirit, as the Greeks did. The human body is even more important o Judaism.
Every organ is hely: every member of the body has an important function; every physiological
{ function is important. The body must be clean and holy: we must not defile ourselves by lower-
ing our bodies to the level of an animal. Respect the bod\ its impulses and functions. If God is
milmg to walk with  human being. then both body and soul are significant. In this sense, the
laws of modesty are the antithesis of § dm Jst GAd dshes. the noticn that an individual is worthless.
On the other hand. modesty is also based on i m praviple of Tam dust and yshes. Forgetting

[P{hlk pru}upléﬁa—r{'ﬁ"ﬁaurmme th Basis of sanct d mor:hty. Immora Ho stems from pndL from
'rom thoze who believe that whatever pleases

those who love themselves and jonh themselves,
them and whatever they wish to do is pormissi| -ome about that the werd rgemi s,
which means modesty and humiline has trans s term referring 1o sexual morality

=0 .apmu.m 1 another context. Qther

| Madesty and the message of [ am dux‘; ared ashes are al
q__,{ nations offer us accounts of the lives of the
ample. Aristotle. Plato, and Seocrates. who b
knbwn o us. \\'e know Ihu‘r \\'01'1<< and ar

nv logra pn'cJ elalls. For ex-

d more than
hﬂ\ \\ell m;o me 3 aul thetr pn\au lE\L_.

ed in the e ”H n.‘n cemury. such as
out them is known to us

d(‘ r\“O\\

ne of Al Casts some lght on their

onl\ b\ auldml fo: P\.mml cachance ot in one ©
private lives. Thex appear to us anonymeusly like mute figures. withoul a name or a time frame.
Who were the members of the Great Assembiv who saved our people from disappearing? Our
Sages tell us that 120 Sages established the Great. ssa’:*H\ ~ut we know only a few names: Ezra,
’l)k Nehemiah. Shimon the Righteous. Whe were the members of Bets Shammat and Beis Hillel? Who
" were the chasidim rishonim? Whe were the sojerim or the zons of prophets. who. sav our Sages.

numbered in the thousands?

This striking concept expresses the modesty 3 e great 3ages The individual 3ages impor-
lance stems from the fact that his lite was devored 1o the eterniry of the h ish Dw&“'
ed in the oral law. What 1z umportant is his ¢ *mwmn w this eternity: his st atements, his laws.
his amendierts. and his worlgviews. s priva T mierest. he areat men of “our na-
tion were shy: they did not seek o put their private

eTTEe 157G

lives hefore the publu. Iam dust and ashes.
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